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Shortly after the killing on Jan. 25 of Attorney General Carlos Mauro Hoyos, who favored extradition
of drug lords to the US, President Virgilio Barco Vargas decreed a series of anti-terrorist measures
that had been under consideration for over a year. The new statute, partly modeled after antiterrorist measures adopted in West Germany, Italy and Britain, increases the powers of security
forces to act under the existing state of siege and raises prison sentences for those found guilty of
terrorism. Next, the statute introduces the concepts of plea bargaining or pardons for terrorists
who turn informants, and monetary rewards for tips and other inside information. It also imposes
some controls on press freedom, including a ban on live radio broadcasts from the scene of terrorist
incidents. The measures do not distinguish between violence perpetrated by leftist rebels and drug
traffickers. However, their application depends on a court system that has become ineffective as
a result of threats, murder and corruption attributed to the drug "mafia." According to a Jan. 31
report by Alan Riding of the New York Times 02/01/88), Colombians are weary of combating drug
traffickers. Some have even suggested negotiating a truce with the Medellin cartel under which
the drug lords' crimes would be pardoned in exchange for dismantlement of the drug networks.
Mauro Hoyos' death was the latest of several dozen officials, judges, police officers and journalists
who have been killed since 1984 for challenging the drug barons. Meanwhile, leftist rebels have
engaged in a new series of bombings of an oil pipeline and clashes with the army. In the previous
week, 50 persons were reported killed in these incidents. Recent US criticism of the Colombian
government's alleged failure to effectively reduce drug trafficking has led irritated officials to call
on the US to do more to curb cocaine demand. At present, Colombia accounts for about 80% of the
world's cocaine supply. Colombian officials say that their country is "supplying" the dead, and is
being destabilized. They have requested more resources and equipment from the US for Colombian
enforcement efforts. Washington, they say, indirectly shares responsibility for the recent wave of
drug-related violence since the motive for many killings has been the cartel's fear of extradition.
The latest offensive by the Medellin cartel began when the Barco government issued arrest warrants
for cartel members in response to new extradition requests from the US. Although more than 100
Colombians are wanted in the US, Washington has asked for five. Since the announcement of the
new decrees to cope with violence, the government has not yet clarified its position on extradition
of Medellin drug cartel members to the US. In June 1987, the Colombian Supreme Court ruled that
a 1979 extradition treaty with the US was unconstitutional. Prior to the ruling, 13 Colombians and
three non-Colombians had been extradited to the US. The government then began analyzing the
possibility of applying either an 1888 extradition treaty or a 1933 inter-American accord known as
the Montevideo convention. There is little political or public support to resume extraditions. On
Dec. 30 a judge freed a major drug baron, Jorge Luis Ochoa, from prison, after he had spent 39 days
in jail on minor charges. In response to Ochoa's release, the US implemented a series of minor
sanctions, involving lengthy customs checks on passengers and products arriving from Colombia.
This US action resulted in diplomatic protests from the government direct to Washington and at
a meeting of the Organization of American States, and complaints from travelers and exporters.
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 2

LADB Article Id: 075467
ISSN: 1060-4189

Exporters claimed heavy losses of perishable goods, and other losses resulting from late delivery
of goods. The US reprisals have generated considerable anti-American feelings in Colombia, and
have also resulted in sympathy for the drug barons on the part of some who perceive drug fortunes
as no dirtier than many others made in Colombia. Recently, the Barco administration accepted
the suggestion that political parties, business organizations and the church should participate in
developing a new strategy to deal with the crisis. Calling for the formation of a national emergency
committee the Chamber of Deputies demanded a war "against the resignation of our society to drug
trafficking" and "against the chronic absence of leadership that feeds indifference and resignation."
Committee deliberations began Feb. 1, which included plans for a plebiscite on constitutional
reforms. Some politicians have argued that leaders of the guerilla movement should be included
in the "national dialogue." Coinci- dentally, during the weekend, Colombia's largest guerrilla
organization, the April 19 Movement (M-19), announced a six- month cease-fire. (Basic data from
several sources, including Prensa Latina, Univision, New York Times, AP)
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